Torah dedication ol
On Wednesday, 29 Kislev, 5764 (Dec. 24), a Sefer Torah was dedicated in the central .

synagogue - Rachamei Tirza - of Elon Moreh. The Sefer was donated by the Suburban l

Orthodox Synagogue of Baltimore, Maryland, in memory of Rabbi Shlomo Preis, zt’l, former

rabbi of the congregation. \ l

As was mentioned by Rabbi Elyakim Levanon, rabbi of Elon Moreh, and Rabbi Shmuel M

Silber, the new rabbi of the Baltimore congregation, the Torah signifies the special bond P20 - D‘)/////l

for Jews all over the world. Even more so for us, every time we will read from the Sefer
we will be reminded of a special man and a special community.

Rabbanit Preis also spoke, expressing her thanks to the two communities in joining together EI O n M O reh
on the Torah project, a true memorial to her late husband, who was dedicated to Torah
and to helping others. NEWSLETTER - Winter, 5764

A group of over 50 members of the
synagogue and several former
Baltimorians now living in Israel joined
in the celebration. The group was
treated to lunch in the Chelkat
Hasadeh Field School and was
shown a video about the community.
Then Menahem Brody, a professional
tour guide and member of Elon
Moreh, led the group on a tour of the
community, including the Lunz
Lookout, overlooking the city of
Shechem.
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And Avram passed through the Land to the place of Shechem, to Elon Moreh
(BERESHIT 12:6)

Rabbanit Preis, Rabbanit Silber,
Rabbi Silber, Rabbi Levanon and
Dr. Fuchs

The group met Yael Lieberman,
widow of Rabbi Hillel Lieberman who
was killed while trying to get to
Joseph’s Tomb in Shechem, after the
Israeli army abandoned the site.

Security

Several months ago the security vehicle of Elon Moreh overturned and Yossi Beilon, who
was in charge of security, was killed. The vehicle was totally destroyed and a replacement
had to be bought. The total cost was $20,000 and understanding the emergency situation
that this created, our friends from the Raritan Valley, NJ area raised more than half the
total. Since it was extremely imperative that the vehicle be replaced as soon as possible
it was decided that a loan for the balance be taken and the vehicle was purchased.

We wish to thank the members of
Congregation Etz Ahaim,
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still needed and would be appreciated.



REH ¢ WHAT'S NEW IN ELON MOREH ® WHAT'S NEW IN ELON MOREH e

WHAT'S NEW IN ELON MOREH ® WHAT'S NEW IN ELON MOREH ® WHAT

SHABBAT LECH-LECHAH

BACKGROUND

“The thing missing most was that it ended so soon.” This was the summary of Bat- El, the Bnei
Akivah coordinator, after she and her family had been guests in Elon Moreh for Shabbat Lech
Lechah.

The idea of Shabbat Elon Moreh on the Shabbat when we read from the Torah the portion of
Lech Lecha, was started six years ago when the community celebrated its Chai - 18th —
anniversary. The residents looked for a way to bring as many people as possible to Elon Moreh
to share the event. It is in this Torah reading that our forefather Avram is told to leave his father's
home and travel to the place that G-d will show him. The Torah tells us that Avram "passed
through the land till the place of Shechem till Elon Moreh" Then G-d promises to Avram for the
first time "to your children will I give this land.

When the Elon Moreh group was formed 30 years ago, after 2000 years of Jewish exile, the
members set as their goal the building of a town as close as possible to the city of Shechem
under the ideal that after the Six-Day War we were given the opportunity to build up the Land
of Israel, especially near the Holy cities. Even today there is a feeling of a mission to connect
Am Yisrael to the Land.

Since then, every Shabbat Lech Lechah, when the visitors go to the Luntz Lookout which is the
highest point in Elon Moreh, every one is affected by the sights mentioned in the Bible. Many
have formed strong bonds with the community and have been back time and time again.

ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING

The planning of the Shabbat is a major project in itself. The many details must be handled with
the best of care - many guests are housed in the “Machon Chelkat Hasadeh” Field School, in
classrooms in both schools, and in every corner possible. There is almost no home that does
not have more guests than members of the household.

Arriving guests

Throughout the Shabbat there are a series of lectures, Torah shiurim, and discussion groups
geared to the general public, youth, and young children. At each lecture there are refreshments
with a crew responsible for setting up, serving, and cleaning up. The more than 20 lecturers are
all volunteers, some needing transportation, sleeping facilities, and host families for meals. Walks
to the Luntz Lookout with special guides were scheduled.

Shlomi Bar On, chairman of the Shabbat Committee, “The organization of this program demands
over two months of intensive work, especially the last two weeks. There can be no doubt that
without the help of the youth of the community the Shabbat could not have taken place.” And so
it was, almost every aspect of the Shabbat had tremendous help by the youth.

Already before Rosh Hashanah the flyers were planned by a graphics designer from EM and
printed up. Youth went house-to-house to collect names and addresses of friends and relatives
to whom packages of flyers could be sent to hand out to synagogues and neighbors. At the same
time a special newsletter was planned to be distributed to the guests. Local businessmen were
visited to offer them ads in the newsletter. Some took it upon themselves to call potential speakers
and to make arrangements for them.

Every evening a group manned the telephones, giving out information, taking reservations, making
arrangements for sleeping, eating, and transportation. All information was recorded on the office
computer in order to keep track of each family.

During the days before the big Shabbat final preparations went into full gear. Mattresses were
borrowed from schools in the area and trucks and mini-vans sent to pick them up. These were
given out to Elon Moreh families needing extra beds and spread out in the school's classrooms.
Busses were sent out to pick up guests from central points in Jerusalem and Petach Tikvah.

Signs were put up pointing to the rooms where the lectures were held. The newsletter was printed
and given out. Hot plates and baby cribs were distributed. The refreshments were arranged.
Chairs and tables were set in place. Extra chairs were brought to the central Synagogue.
Information stands were set up to help the guests as they arrived in Elon Moreh.

EREV SHABBAT

The big day arrived. The guests came - by bus and by car - and settled into their rooms. The
Sabbath prayers in the central Synagogue were led by the well known singer Aaron Raziel. The
special feeling of guests and hosts alike was shown by a spontaneous outburst of singing and
dancing. After the Friday night Shabbat meal hundreds gathered for an oneg Shabbat with Rabbi
Elyakim Levanon, rabbi of Elon Moreh.

During the morning prayers the sky was overcast and even a few raindrops fell, but the sun was
shining as all dispersed toward the Shabbat meal. After the second series of lectures, Beni
Katzover, one of the founders of Elon Moreh, led the walk to the Luntz Lookout. Afterward, another
series of lectures were scheduled before the Seudat Shlishit.

HOMEWARD BOUND

After Havdalah there was a short video on the history of Elon Moreh, while the guests waited for
the buses to arrive. At the bus stop there was a group of youth to hand out candy with a note,
“We were also left with a sweet taste.”

It is hard to know if the success of the Shabbat was because of the special atmosphere, the Bible
passages which come to life before the eyes of the visitors, the 4000 years of Jewish history in
the area, or the residents, especially the wonderful youth. One thing is certain - everyone, hosts
and guests alike came away with a special feeling of a special Shabbat dedicated to the
strengthening of the unity of Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael.



